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Section 65 Certificate of Qualified Advice 
 
Background 
 
Section 65 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires the General Manager to certify that 
any advice, information or recommendation given to Council is provided by a person with 
appropriate qualifications or experience. 
 
Declaration 
 
I certify that persons with appropriate qualifications and experience have provided the 
advice, information and recommendations to Council in the Agenda Items for this Meeting. 
 

 
 
Robert Dobrzynski 
General Manager 
 
 
The reports in this Agenda are provided to the Strategic Planning and Policy Committee in 
order to explain the intent of the process/proposal proposed.  Whilst the reports are in 
Council Meeting format, no decision is being sought. 
 

 
Venue: Committee Room, Town Hall, St John Street, Launceston 

Time: 10.00am 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 

Item No Item  Page No 

1 OPENING OF MEETING - ATTENDANCE AND 
APOLOGIES 

 1 

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  1 

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  1 

4 AGENDA ITEMS  2 

4.1 Deputation - St Patricks River Valley Progress 
Association  

 2 

4.2 Dog Management Policy Review   11 

4.3 Tamar Estuary Management Taskforce Nomination   16 

5 GENERAL BUSINESS  20 

6 CLOSED ITEMS 

No Closed Items have been identified for this 
Meeting 

 20 

7 CLOSE OF MEETING  20 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING - ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 

 
 
 

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 
 
 

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 
DECISION STATEMENT: 
 
To resolve that the Minutes of the previous meeting are a true and correct record. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Minutes of the Strategic Planning and Policy Committee Meeting held on 19 June 
2017 be accepted as a true and correct record. 
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4 AGENDA ITEMS 

 
4.1 Deputation - St Patricks River Valley Progress Association     
 
FILE NO: SF0097 
 
AUTHOR: Anthea Rooney (Committee Clerk) 
 
GENERAL MANAGER: Robert Dobrzynski (General Manager) 
 

DECISION STATEMENT: 

To receive a deputation at 10.00am from Mr Rod Johnstone (President), Mr Ian Dalton 
(Secretary) and Mr Mike Essex (Member - St Patricks River Valley Progress Association) 
initiated by Barry Pickett (Natural Environment Manager). 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Strategic Planning and Policy Committee receives a deputation from Mr Rod 
Johnstone (President), Mr Ian Dalton (Secretary) and Mr Mike Essex (Member - St 
Patricks River Valley Progress Association).regarding the St Patricks River Valley 
Progress Association's Community Plan. 
 

 

REPORT: 

Mr Rod Johnstone (President), Mr Ian Dalton (Secretary) and Mr Mike Essex (Member - St 
Patricks River Valley Progress Association) will present the Association's Community Plan 
for consideration and discussion (Attachment 1). 
 

ECONOMIC IMPACT: 

Not considered relevant to this report. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: 

Not considered relevant to this report. 
 

SOCIAL IMPACT: 

Not considered relevant to this report. 
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4.1 Deputation - St Patricks River Valley Progress Association …(Cont’d) 
 

 

STRATEGIC DOCUMENT REFERENCE: 

City of Launceston Strategic Plan 2014-2024 
Priority Area 8 - A secure, accountable and responsive Organisation 
Ten-year goals - To communicate and engage consistently and effectively with our 
community and stakeholders 
Key Direction - 
1. To develop and consistently use community engagement processes 
 
 

BUDGET & FINANCIAL ASPECTS: 

Not considered relevant to this report. 
 

DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS: 

The officer has no conflict of interest in this item. 
 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. St Patricks River Valley Progress Association Incorporated Community Plan 
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Attachment 1 - St Patricks River Valley Progress Association Incorporated Community Plan 
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4.2 Dog Management Policy Review    
 
FILE NO: SF0079 
 
AUTHOR: Debbie Fortuin (Manager Environmental Services) 
 
DIRECTOR: Leanne Hurst (Director Development Services) 
 

DECISION STATEMENT: 

To consider proposed amendments to the Dog Management Policy. 
 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION: 

Council - 24 September 2007 - Agenda Item 11.1 - Dog Management Plan 
 
SPPC - 29 May 2017 - Agenda Item 4.3 - Dog Management Policy Review 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Strategic Management and Policy Committee discusses the Dog Management 
Policy 10-Plx-013 (ECM Document #4093884, Version 18) with the proposed 
amendments. 
 

 

REPORT: 

The Dog Management Policy was first adopted by Council in 2002.  It underwent a number 
of subsequent amendments with a complete review undertaken in 2007, and the current 
Dog Management Policy was adopted on 24 September 2007. 
 
The Dog Control Act 2000 outlines the requirement to have a Dog Management Policy as 
follows: 
 
"7. Dog Management Policy  
 
(1) A council is to develop and implement a policy relating to dog management in its 
municipal area.  
 
(2) A dog management policy is to include the following:  

(a) a code relating to responsible ownership of dogs;  
(b) the provision of declared areas;  
(c) a fee structure;  
(d) any other relevant matter.  
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4.2 Dog Management Policy Review …(Cont’d) 
 

 
(3) A council is to –  

(a) invite public submissions relating to a proposed dog management policy; and  
(b) consult with any appropriate body or organisation; and  
(c) consider any submissions and results of any consultation before finalising the 
policy.  

 
(4) A council is to review its dog management policy at least once every 5 years.  
 
(5) In reviewing its dog management policy, a council is to take the actions referred to in 
subsection (3)." 
 
The Policy was put out for Public Consultation on Your Voice Your Launceston during 
December 2016 and January 2017.  The survey was further advertised on Council's 
website and on Facebook.  The total number of respondents from the Your Voice Your 
Launceston survey and separate submissions was 192. 
 
The survey covered off on areas of significant change, namely the tighter measures to 
ensure registration compliance, single non-discounted dog registration, the lifelong dog 
registration and the changes to declared areas. 
 
The results were as follows: 
1. 85% agreed that the Dog Management Policy contained sufficient information. 
2. 85% were in favour of lifelong registration. 
3. 84% said they would purchase a lifelong registration at $100 for the life of their young 

dog. 
4. 80% were in favour of a single registration fee (ie. doing away with the discounted 

rate) thereby allowing us to send out a first and final notice, followed by enforcement in 
an attempt to reduce future non-compliances which sit at around 1300 annually. 

5. 70% would not make any changes to the proposed declared areas. 
 
Relevant Qualitative Feedback provided included: 
1. The need for a discounted lifelong dog registration rate for pensioners (this has since 

been included in the fees and charges and a proposed fee of $50). 
2. More patrols of the declared areas needed. 
3. The policy does not address penalties (these are already contained in the Dog Control 

Act 2000). 
4. Does not contain information about nuisance barking (this has since been included in 

the Policy). 
5. Need for information on consequences of non-compliance (this has since been 

included in the Policy). 
6. Signage is not clear enough, confusing and difficult (this has already been identified as 

an issue by staff and an audit of signage will be planned once the policy has been 
finalised). 

7. Patrons would like more off-lead areas and dog parks (this is a matter for Natural 
Environment to consider within their Parks Planning activities).  
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4.2 Dog Management Policy Review …(Cont’d) 
 

 
8. Numerous suggestions regarding changes to the declared areas.  Practical 

suggestions made by survey submitters have been included in the proposed 
amendments to the declared areas as outlined below. 

9. Further information sought on legislative defence regarding Dog Attacks - relating to 
attacks from a dog within its own yard (this has since been included in the policy). 

10. Better fencing and maintenance of off-lead areas (this will need to be built into Park's 
maintenance budget). 

 
The following outlines the proposed amendments: 
1. A Review of the declared areas have proposed changes that have brought them into 

line with the legislation and as such where some areas were previously (2007) 
described as Restricted Area No Dogs 24hrs these have been changed to Prohibited 
Public Area. This category includes areas such as swimming pools, sportsgrounds and 
playgrounds and these changes have been reflected on the new Maps.  The category 
of Restricted Area to some maps has been added to identify areas that Council have 
declared (eg. City Park).  This needs to be taken into consideration when reading the 
changes.  The proposed declared areas are outlined in the attached Dog Management 
Policy under the heading Declared Areas by Location. 

 
2. A review of the fee's structure and administrative systems has resulted in the proposed 

introduction of the lifelong registration of dogs.  The proposed conditions of this 
registration are outlined in the attached policy.  Currently the City of Launceston has 
over 10,000 dogs registered.  It is not uncommon for staff to be following up in excess 
of 1,000 outstanding registrations annually.  The more people that participate in 
lifelong registration, the less time and money will be spent on chasing outstanding 
registrations and renewals.  Any loss of income from annual registrations over the life 
of the dog would be offset by efficiencies made in administration costs.  With the 
average lifespan of a dog estimated at being 10 years, it would be cost effective for an 
owner to register a dog for the life of the dog.  However, currently we have a large 
population of dogs at different ages, which would not make it beneficial for those 
owners to subscribe to this fee at this time.  It is for this reason that we do not 
anticipate that the income will be significantly impacted initially, but rather, we expect 
the transition will be more gradual in nature.  

 
Where a dog dies or moves out of the area within three years of registration, a 50% 
refund would apply. It is proposed that lifelong dog registrations from other Tasmanian 
Councils will be recognised here in Launceston and it is hoped that those Councils will 
reciprocate.   

 
Further changes proposed relate to the administrative processing of registrations.  It is 
proposed that a single non-discounted registration fee be adopted with a first and final 
renewal notice being sent out at the renewal time.  Staff will then begin following up on 
non-renewals and issue infringements where non-compliance is confirmed.  This will 
allow for administrative, financial and timing efficiencies. 
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4.2 Dog Management Policy Review …(Cont’d) 
 

 
3. Compulsory microchipping is now a requirement under the Dog Control Act 2000 since 

1 July 2011 and is now reflected in the proposed amended Policy. 
 
4. Statement on Dogs on Lead, Emergency after hours, stray dogs, registration, dog 

attacks, dangerous dogs, barking dogs, enforcement processes, restricted breed dogs, 
kennel licence and the delta dog safe education program have all been included to 
better outline the administration of the requirements of the Dog Control Act 2000. 

 

ECONOMIC IMPACT: 

Not considered relevant to this report. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: 

In the absence of providing designated areas for dogs to exercise, people will exercise 
their dogs in areas at their discretion.  This could lead to dogs being exercised in sensitive 
habitats for fauna and flora in parks and reserves around the city, negatively impacting on 
protected or sensitive fauna populations.  By providing designated areas and prohibited 
areas, some management of these protected environments will be provided. 
 

SOCIAL IMPACT: 

Dogs are an important part of our society.  Where dogs are not managed properly negative 
consequences can arise in the form of noise nuisance from barking dogs, or public safety 
issues from aggressive dogs, or dogs not otherwise under proper control.  The Dog 
Management Policy along with the Dog Control Act 2000 contributes to the regulation, 
management and control of dogs.  The Dog Management Policy further encourages 
responsible pet ownership. 
 

STRATEGIC DOCUMENT REFERENCE: 

City of Launceston Strategic Plan 2014-2024 
Priority Area 8 - A secure, accountable and responsive Organisation 
Ten-year goals - To communicate and engage consistently and effectively with our 
community and stakeholders; to seek and champion collaboration to address major issues 
for Northern Tasmania; to ensure decisions are made in a transparent and accountable 
way; to continue to meet our statutory obligations and deliver quality services and to 
continue to ensure the long-term sustainability of our Organisation  
Key Directions - 
1. To develop and consistently use community engagement processes 
3. To ensure decisions are made on the basis of accurate and relevant information 
4. To continually improve our service delivery and supporting processes 
5. To strategically manage our assets, facilities and services 
6. To maintain a financially sustainable organisation 
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4.2 Dog Management Policy Review …(Cont’d) 
 
 

BUDGET & FINANCIAL ASPECTS: 

Amendments to signage and fencing may need to be undertaken.  This will lead to 
budgetary implications but cannot be calculated at this stage.  It is proposed that any 
changes to the designated dog areas will be costed to the next financial year for roll out at 
that time. 
 

DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS: 

The officer has no conflict of interest in this item. 
 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Dog Management Policy 10-Plx-013 (ECM document # 4067854; Version 18) 

(distributed electronically) 
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4.3 Tamar Estuary Management Taskforce Nomination  
 
FILE NO: SF2377 
 
AUTHOR: Anthea Rooney (Committee Clerk) 
 
GENERAL MANAGER: Robert Dobrzynski (General Manager) 
 

DECISION STATEMENT: 

To discuss a Council nomination to the Tamar Estuary Management Taskforce. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Strategic Planning and Policy Committee discusses a nomination to the Tamar 
Estuary Management Taskforce with the nomination to be forwarded to Council for 
adoption. 
 

 

REPORT: 

The Hon Peter Gutwein (Treasurer and Minister for Planning and Local Government) has 
invited the Council to nominate a representative to serve on the Tamar Estuary 
Management Taskforce (TEMT) (Attachment 1). 
 

ECONOMIC IMPACT: 

Not considered relevant to this report. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: 

Not considered relevant to this report. 
 

SOCIAL IMPACT: 

Not considered relevant to this report. 
 

STRATEGIC DOCUMENT REFERENCE: 

City of Launceston Strategic Plan 2014-2024 
Priority Area 8 - A secure, accountable and responsive Organisation 
Ten-year goals - To seek and champion collaboration to address major issues for Northern 
Tasmania 
Key Direction - 
1. To develop and consistently use community engagement processes 
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4.3 Tamar Estuary Management Taskforce Nomination …(Cont’d) 
 

 
BUDGET & FINANCIAL ASPECTS: 

Not considered relevant to this report. 
 

DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS: 

The officer has no conflict of interest in this item. 
 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Correspondence from The Hon Peter Gutwein 
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Attachment 1 - Correspondence from The Hon Peter Gutwein 
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5 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
 
 

6 CLOSED ITEMS 

 
No Closed Items have been identified for this Meeting 

 
 
 

7 CLOSE OF MEETING 

 


	COMMITTEE MEETING
	1 OPENING OF MEETING - attendance and apologies
	2 declaration of interests
	3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
	4 AGENDA ITEMS
	4.1 Deputation - St Patricks River Valley Progress Association

	STRATEGIC DOCUMENT REFERENCE:
	BUDGET & FINANCIAL ASPECTS:
	4.2 Dog Management Policy Review
	4.3 Tamar Estuary Management Taskforce Nomination

	5 GENERAL BUSINESS
	6 CLOSED ITEMS
	No Closed Items have been identified for this Meeting

	7 CLOSE OF MEETING


