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General Manager 
Launceston City Council,  
PO Box 396, 
Launceston Tasmania 7250 
 
 
To the General Manager, 
 
 
Development Application Number: DA0586/2015 (contact: Julia Allen) 
 
Development Application Address: 25 Duke Street, West Launceston Tas 7250 
 
Details of representor: 
 
Dr Lyndsay Quarmby and Andrew Collings 

 

 
Reason for representing: 
 
We wish to make you aware of a number of strong objections that we have with regard to the 
proposed development of eight townhouses at 25 Duke Street West Launceston (application 
number referenced above). As an immediate neighbour to the site of the proposed 
development, we are of the view that the proposed development will have a serious impact 
on our family’s property and standard of living. Our specific objections are as follows: 
 
Compliance with lodging development 

 Compliance has not been met during the advertising period, namely there has been 
no documents detailing lodged development application advertised at 25 Duke 
Street, West Launceston Tasmania 7250. In turn, this has not provided adequate 
notice for all neighbours to have considered reflection on this application and the 
implications this will have to their properties and lifestyle.  

 
Impact on residential amenities and impact of development 

 A development of this large scale is completely out of character with the surrounding 
area. The proposed dwellings would seriously alter the fabric of the area and amount 
to serious “cramming” in what is a low density area. It does not respect local context 
and street pattern or, in particular, the scale and proportions of surrounding buildings 
(one storey homes on large plots), and would be entirely out of the character of the 
area, to the detriment of the local environment. Overall, the proposed development 
fails to take the opportunities available for improving the character and quality of an 
area and the way it functions and as such should not be accepted. 

 

 There are considerable concerns with relation to the proposed traffic congestion and 
parking on the street. When cars are parked on the street this creates considerable 
difficulty with reversing our car out of our driveway with limited visibility. The 
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construction of such a large amount of townhouses will create a significant increase 
in traffic on Duke Street and even with the inclusion of 8 visitor parking spaces it is 
inevitable street parking will significantly increase along with the traffic congestion on 
this suburban street. The proposal would demonstrably harm the amenities enjoyed 
by local residents, in particular safe and available on-road parking, privacy and the 
right to enjoy a quiet and safe residential environment. 
 

Traffic 

 Additionally, entry to Duke Street from Connaught Crescent already presents with 
limitations with drivers attempting to use a single carriage street as a dual street 
requiring cars to virtually stop in the middle of the road if they see other cars coming. 
The entry to Duke street in this manner will not be feasible should the construction of 
an additional eight properties occur and the associated traffic increase. Furthermore 
it is debatable if the alternative entry to Duke Street from Nieka Av. Is able to cope 
with more traffic. It is a very narrow road with cars parked both sides all day leaving 
only room for one vehicle width.   

 
Loss of privacy and overlooking 

 The design of townhouse 1 and 2 will have significant implications on the privacy of 
our property. Townhouse 1 will have a direct line of sight into a bedroom, whilst 
townhouse two will have a direct line of sight onto our balcony and garden as such 
impacting on our right to the peaceful enjoyment of our home and surrounds. Honed 
architecture and design make mention of the steps they have put in place to 
maximise the privacy of the residents of the townhouses however fail to mention how 
these serve or provide solutions to maximise the privacy of the surrounding 
neighbours in which townhouse one and two will look down upon. 

 
Noise pollution 

 There is going to be a significant increase in noise pollution not only occurred 
through the construction of these premises (a proposed timeframe of how long this 
will take has not been provided) but ongoing as the traffic of people entering and 
exiting these premises which runs directly along my boundary fence.  

 
Compliance and damage to property 

 Setbacks and building envelopes- As a lay person reading this development 
application I wish to be advised of what setbacks and building envelopes do not 
comply and the potential impacts this will have on neighbouring properties. In 
addition, there is no guarantee of loss of amenities for neighbours or impact on the 
current quality of amenities received to our properties. Can I please be advised on 
what constitutes ‘minimal loss’ and what steps will be put in place to rectify these 
issues. 

 I have concerns regarding the potential damage that will be sustained to my property 
as a result of this development and what steps will be put in place to rectify this 
should it occur. 

 
Thankyou for due consideration of these points when deciding on this application.  
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Lyndsay Quarmby 




