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27 February 2015 

 

Dear Beau, 
 

Land Capability for proposed Strathroy Agripark Industrial Subdivision  
 

I have reviewed the following assessment report which contains Land Capability information relevant to 
the assessment area (proposed Strathroy Agripark Industrial Subdivision); 
 
Armstrong, D. 2004, Proposed rezoning and subdivision, Prospect Report on land and agricultural issues, 

unpublished report by Armstrong Agricultural Services for Mr BP Grubb.  
 
For the purposes of this assessment it was considered appropriate to re-assess the Land Capability of 
the current proposed development area at a scale of 1:10 000 and a site visit was undertaken by David 
Armstrong and Astrid Ketelaar on 24/02/15. Land Capability was assessed as per Grose (1999)1 Land 
Capability Handbook of Tasmania. The results are shown in Appendix 1 - map and Land Capability 
definitions are in Appendix 2. 
 
The development area (60ha) is a mix of Class 4, Class 4+5, Class 5 and Class 6 and is relatively limited 
for agricultural use due to Land Capability limitations, lack of an irrigation water resource and isolation 
from the main farming area. The most likely agricultural use is grazing with an occasional dryland cereal 
crop in the north western portion (approx 10 ha). There is no Prime Agricultural Land (Class 1 – 3) within 
the development area or in the vicinity of the development area. 
 
Yours Sincerely,  

 
Astrid Ketelaar 
Member, Ag  Institute Australia 
Business Partner and Natural Resource Management Consultant. 
Email: astrid@akconsultants.com.au  Ph: 6334 1033, Mbl: 0407 872 743, Web: www.akconsultants.com.au 

                                                           
1
 Grose, CJ 1999, Land Capability Handbook. Guidelines for the classification of Agricultural 

Land in Tasmania (Second Edition ed.). Tasmania, Australia, DPIWE 
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APPENDIX 1 – ASSESSED LAND CAPABILITY 
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APPENDIX 2. LAND CAPABILITY DEFINITIONS FROM GROSE (1999) 

CLASS 1. Land well suited to a wide range of intensive cropping and grazing activities. It occurs on flat land 
with deep, well drained soils, and in a climate that favours a wide variety of crops. While there are virtually 
no limitations to agricultural usage, reasonable management inputs need to be maintained to prevent 
degradation of the resource. Such inputs might include very minor soil conservation treatments, fertiliser 
inputs or occasional pasture phases. Class 1 land is highly productive and capable of being cropped eight to 
nine years out of ten in a rotation with pasture or equivalent without risk of damage to the soil resource or 
loss of production, during periods of average climatic conditions. 

CLASS 2. Land suitable for a wide range of intensive cropping and grazing activities. Limitations to use are 
slight, and these can be readily overcome by management and minor conservation practices. However the 
level of inputs is greater, and the variety and/or number of crops that can be grown is marginally more 
restricted, than for Class 1 land. 

This land is highly productive but there is an increased risk of damage to the soil resource or of yield loss. 
The land can be cropped five to eight years out of ten in a rotation with pasture or equivalent during 
'normal' years, if reasonable management inputs are maintained. 

CLASS 3. Land suitable for cropping and intensive grazing. Moderate levels of limitation restrict the choice 
of crops or reduce productivity in relation to Class 1 or Class 2 land. Soil conservation practices and sound 
management are needed to overcome the moderate limitations to cropping use. Land is moderately 
productive, requiring a higher level of inputs than Classes I and 2. Limitations either restrict the range of 
crops that can be grown or the risk of damage to the soil resource is such that cropping should be confined 
to three to five yens out of ten in a rotation with pasture or equivalent during normal years. 

CLASS 4. Land primarily suitable for grazing but which may be used for occasional cropping. Severe 
limitations restrict the length of cropping phase and/or severely restrict the range of crops that could be 
grown. Major conservation treatments and/or careful management is required to minimise degradation. 
Cropping rotations should be restricted to one to two years out of ten in a rotation with pasture or 
equivalent, during 'normal' years to avoid damage to the soil resource. In some areas longer cropping 
phases may be possible but the versatility of the land is very limited. (NB some parts of Tasmania are 
currently able to crop more frequently on Class 4 land than suggested above. This is due to the climate 
being drier than 'normal'. However, there is a high risk of crop or soil damage if 'normal' conditions return.) 

CLASS 5. This land is unsuitable for cropping, although some areas on easier slopes may be cultivated for 
pasture establishment or renewal and occasional fodder crops may be possible. The land may have slight to 
moderate limitations for pastoral use. The effects of limitations on the grazing potential may be reduced by 
applying appropriate soil conservation measures and land management practices. 

CLASS 6. Land marginally suitable for grazing because of severe limitations. This land has low productivity, 
high risk of erosion, low natural fertility or other limitations that severely restrict agricultural use. This land 
should be retained under its natural vegetation cover. 

CLASS 7. Land with very severe to extreme limitations which make it unsuitable for agricultural use. 

 




































































